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Over 300 Attend Chavez/Cortese Women’s Issues Hearing 
 

San Jose, CA—On Tuesday, over 300 community members attended a Women’s Issues Hearing put on 

by County Supervisor Cindy Chavez and President of the Board Dave Cortese as part of a Special 

Children, Seniors, and Families Committee (CSFC) Meeting. Supervisors Chavez, Cortese and their other 

CSFC colleagues were joined in the Hearing Body by Saratoga Mayor Emily Lo, San Jose City 

Councilwomen Magdalena Carrasco and Sylvia Arenas, County Sheriff Laurie Smith and SJSU President 

Mary Papazian, among others. The issues covered ranged from women and children in poverty, violence 

against women and reproductive health rights, to Title IX, civil rights and civic engagement. 

“The mindset of the incoming administration on issues that directly affect women has been 

unambiguously antagonistic, and many in our community are understandably concerned,” said 

Supervisor Cindy Chavez, Chair of the Children, Seniors and Families Committee. “That is why these 

conversations, moving towards a comprehensive women’s issues communication and services plan for 

the County, are vital.” 

County officials, community leaders and service providers participated in a series of panel presentations 

before dozens of public speakers provided their insight. 

“Presentations from the panelists and testimony from women and men at the hearing put in perspective 

the work ahead of us,” said Board President Dave Cortese. “The County will continue to advance 

programs that benefit women, children and families no matter what challenges we may face from 

Washington.” 

Moving forward, President Cortese and Supervisor Chavez will be making a number of 

recommendations to the Board of Supervisors based on testimony and discussion at the Women’s Issues 
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Hearing. Supervisor Chavez acknowledged that the discussion brought to light opportunities for further 

partnership between the County and cities to advance county policies relating to women, children and 

families such as intimate partner violence, family friendly workplace policies and health accessibility at 

the local level.  

The event was the second in a series of public hearings that the Children, Seniors and Families 

Committee is convening to discuss current and emerging issues presented by the incoming Federal 

Administration. The Committee organized an Immigration Hearing on December 15, 2016 and will 

convene a Hate Crimes Hearing on January 31 from 6:30pm – 8:30pm in the Board Chambers at the 

County Government Center on 70 W. Hedding Street. 

For other questions or to arrange an interview, contact Supervisor Cortese’s office at 408-299-5030 or 

Supervisor Chavez’ office at 408-299-5020. 
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